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of A. R. Brown's Andaman Islanders, Plate XVIII, there is a
figure of a girl wearing her sister's skull Similar figures have
been published by E. H. Man and M. V. Portman. At pages
292 and 293 of his work Brown explains the custom as part
of his general Philosophy of Social Values: they are to him
" visible and wearable signs of past dangers overcome through
protective action of the Society itself and are therefore a
guarantee of similar protection in the future/5 Without in
any way endorsing an explanation of savage customs which
bids fair to disturb past efforts in that direction, I would
suggest that it is worth while making a detailed investiga-
tion of the story of Siva and his necklace of skulls, on the
ground that we may have here something definitely non-
Aryan in Indian hagiology.

This idea is strengthened on considering a passage on page
146. Lohajangha, a Brahman, plays a trick upon a bawd,
but in the course of it he says to a courtesan, llftpinika, her
daughter: " Thy mother is a wicked woman, it would not
be fitting to take her openly to paradise; but on the morning
of the eleventh day the door of heaven is opened, and many
of, the Ganas, Siva's companions, enter into it before anyone
else is admitted. Among them I will introduce this mother
of thine, if she assume their appearance. So shave her head
with a razor, in such a manner that five locks shall be left,
put a necklace of skulls round her neck, and stripping off her
clothes, paint one side of her body with lamp-black and the
other with red lead, for when she has in this way been made to
resemble a Gana, I shall find it an easy matter to get her into
heaven." The Ganas were (p. 202) superhuman attendants
on Siva and Parvatl under Gant^a and Nandi (Siva's Bull or
Vehicle). The passage presumes that they wore a necklace
of skulls, went naked, partially shaved their heads and
painted their bodies with lamp-black and red lead* Here,
again, we are strongly reminded of Andamanese customs.
Is it possible that the Ganas refer back to an actual savage
non-Aryan tribe of very aneient India whose deities were
the prototypes of Siva and Paxvati ?

Here is another instance of apparent non~Aryani$m.
King Chandamahasena (p. 133) "had made a large artificial